
Sidekick Reference Guide 
Stem to Stern Order of Topics 

 
1. Windlass:   
The foot switch needs the occasional cleaning of contacts, accessible through the 
chain locker.  I keep the circuit breaker off when running. Don’t forget to turn it 
on! The chain occasionally jams in the fitting that catches the chain as it winds.  
What happens is that the chain comes around the windlass and sticks in the fitting 
so that it doesn’t drop into the chain locker and catches at the opening in the 
deck. I think this is caused by the fitting not being sized exactly to match the 
chain, not sure.  The fix is to fabricate a bar just below the windlass that strips the 
chain from the fitting as the chain goes under the bar.  This fix is on my todo list.  I 
don’t use the windlass very often because I need/enjoy the exercise of retrieving 
the anchor so have never taken this little issue to the top of the priorities. 
2. Bow Thruster:  Avoid using the thruster without the engine running as it pulls a 
lot of power.  I always test the thruster before leaving a dock and it has never 
failed unless the batteries are virtually dead, in which case, let the engine charge 
the batteries a bit. 
3. Head:  The electric head was just added.  Right now, it pulls water from a jug 
next to the head which can be filled from the shower.  It is a simple matter to 
plumb the water inlet to the water tanks.  I just haven’t done it.  The lines are 
clearly visible in the engine bay.  Fix to the inlet side of the system not the 
pressure side.  The head should not have water pressure on the inlet side of its 
pump in case of a leak in the head valving. 
4. Black water tank: Sidekick does not have a gray water tank.  The sinks and 
shower drain out the hull.  The black water tank has y values for two purposes. 
The head can be set to pump directly to sea, or the tank can be drained to sea.  
The deck fitting is for vacuum pumping the tank when at port.  The y valves are 
for use in, say, Canadian waters where pumping is not available.  Drain only when 
at sea of course.  Then open the y valve to drain the tank. 
5. Circuit breakers at the Helm:   
These are well marked and I manage them to minimize electrolysis by turning off 
the breakers on equipment I’m not using.  On the 110 side, the master switch 



allows the entire 110 side to be powered by shore power, the inverter and off.   
The boat uses very little zinc when managed well.  On the topic of zincs, don’t 
forget to check the zinc on the bow thruster.  It lasts for several years. The other 
zincs are at the stern (prop/shaft/rudder/keel and diver’s plate at the waterline).  
If anything the boat is over zinced.   
6. Starting the boat:  As most everyone knows, the single stick type engine control 
has a neutral pullout so that moving the stick forward does not engage the 
transmission.  This pullout is at the pivot point of the stick and pulls to the right.  
Make sure this pullout is activated and the stick is forward an inch or two before 
starting.  It will pop back in when the stick is brought to idle.  The “clicks” on the 
stick are approximate when shifting from neutral to forward or reverse.  Practice 
makes perfect.  Be sure that the transmission is in neutral before leaving the helm 
with the engine running! 
7. Running camera:  The alpine sound system has a screen that displays the 
camera, if selected.  The camera is mounted along the port side of the pilot house 
and can be faced forward or aft.  For aft viewing there’s a selector in the cable to 
reverse the image. 
8. Autopilot:  Once in a while the autopilot gives a warning (80 as I recall) on 
startup.  Just turn it off and on a few times to clear the error (i.e. rebooooot). 
9. Radar:  It takes a little practice to read radar and understand the range options.  
Yes, the radar works even under a bright blue sky!  Practice recognizing shapes in 
broad daylight before the radar is the only thing you can see.   
10. Fish finders.  Each fishfinder has its own separate transponder.  Occasionally 
the fish finders wink out as they seek new ranges but it is rare when both wink at 
the same time, thank god.   
11. Chartplotter:  Practice, practice, practice.  Make sure and learn the night 
vision option before you need the plotter at night.  If the plotter is on a daylight 
setting in the dark, you can’t see past it through the windows..  Trust me.  The 
night setting is just great.   
12.  Manuals:  All of the electronics manuals are in the cupboard across from the 
head.  Shop manuals and operating manuals for all of the systems are there. 
13. Fresh water:  The pump sits on top of the hot water tank next to the start 
battery.  In winter, I drain the water lines by disconnecting the outlet pipe and 
blowing out the lines through the faucets.  Then I reconnect and pump a little RV 
antifreeze back through the lines by disconnecting the inlet hose at the screen 



filter.  The boat is wintered with this fitting disconnected. On startup after the 
winter, pump a little water through the inlet side to prime the pump.  
Cruising: Fill the tanks to a level so that all the water is used regularly and then refill.   On cruises, 
carry a bunch of 1 gallon jugs for drinking water.  These you can fill before every trip so the water is 
always fresh.   I'm not that worried about contaminated water in the water tanks.  But water that’s been 
in the tanks a month just doesn’t tastes as fresh as fresh water.  You can see the tanks under the floor in 
the salon but they aren’t easily accessible.   
14. Inverter:  The inverter has plenty of power to run the microwave, kettle or 
electric skillet.  Try not to overload the inverter by running all these 
simultaneously.  Over the last couple years, I’ve noticed that if the inverter is used 
hard, the cooling fan can stick in the on position.  You can hear a whirring sound 
in the engine bay even when the inverter isn’t drawing power.  This fan is not 
harmful to anything, but, when it sticks, Toggle the inverter off and on which 
disengages the fan.  The on/off button is on the front of the inverter. 
15. Battery Box:  There are three modifications to the battery box that are 
important. First, the solar panels are wired into the house batteries and have a 
connector next to the microwave for connecting to the panels on the roof.  
Second, the battery for the dinghy motor is connected to the house batteries with 
a fuse on the positive battery post.  This aux battery is stored in the lazarette. 
Third, there’s a connector for an auxiliary (smart) battery charger that is used for 
maintaining the batteries.  The aux charger can be removed and stored under 
normal conditions.  The boat has the factory charger that charges both house and 
start batteries, but, if left on continually, it can boil out the battery water.  The 
helm has a timer for this charger but I still don’t trust it to not overcharge the 
batteries if left to itself for multiple months.  The smart charger also runs on a 
timer which can be controlled through a smart plug and my personal default is an 
hour a day when the boat is stored. Note the OEM voltmeter at the helm reads 
low.  There’s a digital meter wired directly to the batteries near the aux charger 
which is far more accurate. 
16. Dickenson stove:  The start procedure is on a placard by the stove.  Turn on 
the circuit breaker for the stove at the helm, which activates the diesel pump.  
While the system has no leaks, I always keep this breaker off when the stove is 
not in use.  The pump is in the engine bay behind the stove.  Remove the cooktop 
and the housing below and turn the knob at the stove to control the flow of 
diesel.  Start at 2 to create a puddle in the bowl (dollar size) and drop to 1 or low 
(a notch you can feel in the knob). Adjust the fan to medium speed. Light the bowl 



with a benzine lighter or light a small piece of paper set in the housing and drop 
the little housing back into the bowl.  Once the diesel starts burning, wait just a 
bit and then replace the cooktop (clean the window at the front of the stove so 
you can see the fire). Feel the flu.  It should get quite hot to the touch.  If it stays 
warm but doesn’t heat up, the fuel air mixture is probably too rich.  Increase 
airflow and reduce fuel flow till the fire is clean and not smokey. 
17. Solar:  The suitcase is stored under the settee.  Open the suitcase on the 
pilothouse roof and secure with Velcro straps.  The wiring drops over the side to 
the connector next to the port pilothouse door through the fitting.  Connect first 
to the batteries and then turn the controller on at the panels.   
18. Dinghy:  The dinghy has two floors available, a set of slats and a solid floor.  
The solid floor is under the settee cushions.  One could consider upgrading the 
dinghy.  It works fine for me and is light so it is easy to lift from the swim platform 
to the salon roof.  The trolling motor is quiet and easy to use.  It pulls about 10 
amps at medium speed and the battery is 100 +- amp rated.   I usually row the 
dinghy everywhere just for the exercise. 
19. Downrigger:  In the lazarette. Bought it, installed it. But never used it.  The 
weight is in the lazarette.  It was purchased in 2019 for the next season, which 
never happened for me. 
20. Toolbox and spare fasteners:  My goal was to include every tool that could be 
of use “out there.”  Electrical connectors, wire and tools are under the helm seat 
as are plumbing and hoses. Spare engine parts are in the engine bay and include a 
spare alternator and belt, extra filters and oil.   
21. Cockpit hatch:  It needs grease occasionally or it gets sticky to open.  Extra 
anchor, rode, fenders, oars are under the hatch. 
 


